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COVER PICTURE

The cover picture shows the 5-metallacrown-5 com-
plex, which is obtained by the self-assembly of five
copper(1l) ions, five 2-picolinehydroximate ligands
(picha) and the central mercury(Il) ion. The (15-
metallacrown-5)Hg" and -Pb'' complexes have
been obtained in the crystalline form as pyridine
adducts [HgCus(picha)s(py);]J(NO3), and [PbCus-
(picha)s(py)s](NO3), (axial pyridine molecules
are not shown). Unlike the analogous lantha-
nide(IIT) derivatives, which are essentially flat,
the presented 15-metallacrown-5 system is
dome-shaped, although not as convex as the
shell of the turtle Gubi (shown in the back-
ground). Gubi is the favorite pet of the
daughter of one of the authors. Details are
discussed in the article by J. Lisowski et al. on
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